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one request to my readers. Do not judge him harshly.
That man had the vision and the inside knowledge of the
French and the French Army which no one else has possessed.
Would that he could have had a successor.
During my time as D.C.LG.S. I represented the Army
Council on the Committee, under Sir Eric Geddes, which was
set up to deal with the great railway strike in 1919 and, with
Lord Forster, Financial Secretary, I represented the Army on
the committee on the pay of the services under Mr. H. A. L.
Fisher. Mr. Baldwin (as he then was) represented the
Treasury and was very kind to our Army proposals. I also
accompanied Lord Ypres when he went over to Ypres
shortly after the war to give a Military Cross to Ypres. For
some reason we were told to go in foil dress. It cost me a
lot to have my pre-war tunic of a major turned into that of a
Major-General. We went over to Ostend in a heavy gale
and had to be dressed in full kit on our arrival in order to be
received by the King of the Belgians. I was not ill, but I
disliked it intensely; it was all right for Lord Ypres, as he
started life in the Royal Navy. The King of the Belgians,
and everyone else, was in khaki, and I shall never forget walk-
ing through the streets of Ypres, over those cobble stones, in
full dress, and this where, but a few weeks earlier, we had only
been able to get through by dodging round corners between
shells. It was all so out of place.
I am interested, nowadays, when I see the question of the
amalgamation of Woolwich and Sandhurst voiced in the
Press as a new idea. This question was definitely settled in
1919, In fact I accompanied the late King George V, with the
late Lord Stamfordham and the present Lord Wigram, to an
inspection of Woolwich after the King had reluctantly given
his approval to the amalgamation. It was only after that
inspection that Sir Charles Harris, the Financial Adviser, told
us that, as thousands and thousands of houses had been built
at Woolwich during the war, we should get no price for the
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